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Abstract

Jeong Yak-yong’s Perception and Evaluation
about the Yixue(%"%) of Wu Cheng of Yuan Dynasty®”

Lee Nan-sook

Academic Research Professor of Korea University

Jeong Yak-yong (' #i##fi: 1762-1836) in his books Yixue Shuyan(™%
E# =) and “Wucaolu Zuanyan Lun”("™% 5% S 5), reviewed 34
annotations which it were collected and recorded in Wu Cheng( %
15: 1249~1333)’s Yizuanyan("%%:5)). In this paper, I analyzed the
contents of 34 annotations commented by Jeong Yak-yong, and
based on this, I examined the characteristics of his the thought on
the changes and the meaning of academic history.

First, the contents of 34 types of annotations were classified into
six types of positive evaluation, three types of positive and negative
composite evaluation, three types of reserving & saving the question
evaluation, and 22 types of negative evaluation. The criteria for this
classification were the formation of ‘A fourfold to the Holy Sages (2
APUiE) i.e., ‘the judgments(fif), ‘the changes(#)’, ‘the images(%)’,

‘the divinatory(4)” as specified in The book of changes and “The

80) This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and the
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF-2020S1ASB5A16082242).
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Great Commentary”. It was confirmed that Jeong Yak-yong’s various
interpretation methodologies, epidemiological theories, and
annotations of The book of changes were included.

Next, six contents evaluated positively by Jeong Yak-yong were
examined. Wu Cheng studied the ancient Analytical Methodology,
there’s a clear and famous interpretation theory(#ifi). Therefore,
Jeong Yak-yong evaluated it as “there is a theory of fame that
conforms to the Gu Fa(i7#: an important reference to evaluating and
analyzing of art works in classic). The contents of Jeong Yak-yong’s
positive evaluation are as follows. In Yizuanyan Wu Cheng accepted
Song Yi(*$%)’s the theory of diagram images([&%3) and Han YI(%
%)’s the image number theory(%#U##t), as well as Exgesis and
textual research, adapting character theories, also incorporated the
ancient interpretation methodologies of the changes of trigram (E¥#),
the changes of line(Z£##), Hu Ti(7/}%), and the imaging theory(fM4#t)
of thing’s image(#%2).

And the contents of the 22 negative evaluations were analyzed
into the following 10. (1) The concept of Yixue : the formation of
the line of yin, the line of yang, Tai Ji, two Forms, four images, the
Eight Diagrams, and the Meaning of the row(#1) and the line(%). (2)
The theory underlying the theory of diagram images such as Eight
Diagrams Orthogonal Bitmap(“/\EENZE”), 64 Trigrams Square
Chart(“/< 'Pu£h JjlHIE”). (3) Shao Yong(#l4E)’s method of making
change(fF%) and the theory of hexagram formation. (4) Accepting
the Han Yi(#%)'s Eight Pure Trigrams(f¢/\ifil) and Eight fake
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Trigrams(f#/\fifik}). (5) The name of the change of trigram’s theory
and the change of the line’s theory. (6) The name of the four Yang
Trigrams(V4F5:£) and two Yin Diagrams(—#1). (7) The Exegesis of
the judgments of changes. (8) Textual research and interpretation.
(9) Xie Yun(%sift: M-#1) and the gist of reading the change(#i%% %)
about Liu Dong(##)). Obtaining the images and interpretation
of thing’s image. And so on.

In conclusion, Jung Yak-yong considered that Wu Cheng’s
Yizuanyan has some famous interpretation theory that are consistent
with some Gu Fa(i'#) in ancient interpretation methodologies,
but there is a limit to accepting unfounded theories in many areas,
and lacks rigor in argument. In addition, it was evaluated that there
were insufficient parts in the interpretation methodology for ancient
Yi jing(i%%). It can be said that Jeong Yak-yong’s the thoughts on
the Changes pioneered a new field in the history of Yixue with
Jingxue(the study of Confucian classics) and Exegesis.

And 200 years ago, Jeong Yak-yong’s the thoughts on the Changes
in the evaluation of Wu Cheng’s the theory of Yixue are not a follow-
up to Chinese Yixue, but a result of his original interpretation of
Jingxue, this can be said to have a great academic significance, not

only in Korea but also in the east asian history of Yixue.

Key Words | Jeong Yak-yong, Wu Cheng, Yizuanyan, Yixue Shuyan,

“Wucaolu Zuanyan Lun”.
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